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The Elements of Iconography in
Saptamadhar Sculptures

Dr. S. Santhi, Guest Lecturer, Department of History,
Alagappa University, Karaikudi-03, Tamil Nadu, India.
ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-6965-2478
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Abstract

In Hindu times the Saptakanniyar were Brahmi,
Maheshwari, Gaumari, Vaishnavi, Varagi, Indrani and
Chamundeeswari. The Sivasakti sages who understand
the five industries that run the world are called Sapta
Kanniyar, Sapta Mathas and Sapta Matrikas. The
worship of Saptamadars in Tamil Nadu appeared during
the Pallava period. The Kanchi Kailasanathar Temple
was built during the later Pallava period. Set outside the
Pandiyar Cave. During the Chola period a separate
place was given and festivals and pujas were conducted.
The early Chola Saptamadars sculpture is located in
Melappaluvoor. It is noteworthy that the later Cholas
placed Saptamadars in the Parivaralayas.

Keywords: Sapta Kanniyar, Sapta Matar, Sapta
Matrikas, Brahmi, Maheshwari, Kaumari, Vaishnavi,
Varagi, Indrani, Chamundeeswari
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Abstract

In human life, spirituality and science are
intertwined. Spirituality and science are mixed in every
event that our ancestors have told us. When we analyze
what they are, the truths contained in those events can
be seen. All these things have been done by literature for
many centuries. Literature has appeared according to
each time and according to the life of the people. All of
them were created to guide the people and expand their
knowledge. In this way, they were called which have four
solid objects namely Virtue, Material, Pleasure and
Home. Such poems are the way in which the creators
sing the praises of the people they want or like.
Prabandha genealogy says that there are 96 types of
these poems. One of them is the Pillaithamil literature,
which sings about God or man as a child and sings ten
seasons. The Pillaithamil book very well mentions the
events that take place from the third month to the twenty-
first month after the birth of a child. Another feature of
this is that it is sung with not only the God but also the
people as the central theme. In modern times, numerous
Pillaithamil literatures have appeared. In this way
Arultaru Poongotaiyamman Pillaithamil is an essential
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Tamil book of the twentieth century. Pillaitamil very well
mentions what brings happiness and what brings misery
to human life. This Pillaithamil, which starts with
greetings to the deities as usual in the harvest season,
also highlights the history of the temple in the Sengir
season. Thalaparubu is also about the way of worshiping
gods and has scientific medical notes. The Sappani
season highlights the fact that the people of Kongu
country dug wells for plowing and perished, and the
woes of today's hurried life. This book has been written
very well by the author. There are notes about the town
and hilly areas in the Amman season and the references
about the water bodies in the swimming season. Finally,
this Pillai Tamil book is a book that highlights the great
philosophy of Padi, Pasu and Pasam. This article is
intended to convey the scientific and spiritual messages
contained in such an excellent book.

Keywords: Spiritual, Pillaithamil, Kanini, Paruvam,
Ambuli, Ammanai, Sitril
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Abstract

Mythological stories of deities are told based on
belief in folklore. A female deity called Muthalaman is
famous in the Thirumangalam circle. This deity is mostly
worshipped in all towns. The folk deities worshipped in
small villages were people who lived with the people
earlier. They have performed many rare deeds for the
people and risen to the status of deities, and have risen
to the heights by doing lowly deeds. Among them are
murder, suicide, and natural death, after some time man
has started worshipping them due to fear. They later
evolved into folk deities. Based on the historical myths of
that deity, the primary purpose of this article is to go to
every town and collect the story of the deity and
document and investigate the fate of a woman named
Muthalamman.

Keywords: Muthalamman Deity, Worship, Mythology.
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Abstract

Tamil’s artistic works are of great character. Temples
are the epitome of science and knowledge. They are a timeline
that records the history with layered records of religions. In
this way, Kazhugumalai, bearing the old name of Nellsura
Nadu, amazes us with its knowledge, riddles and stories.
Biodiversity in monoliths, Pandya's treasure trove, Ellora of
the south, scientists’ enigma. Kazhugumalai is home to many
famous places like a fine art sculpture gallery, stone art
sculpture gallery, Karungai Koller's art gallery, stone art
painting, and a temple built upside down. Kazhugumalai is
part of the Vettuvan temple. This article examines the
structure of the temple, its history and its art.

Keywords: Vettuvan Temple, Kazhugumalai, Structure,
History.
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Abstract

Ammapatti village is in the circle of Palani in
Dindigul District, Tamil Nadu, India. Ammapatti
Karuppannasamy Temple is majestically on the banks of
the Palar Dam Lake. The people of this place have
various accounts of the origin and worship of this fiery
deity. Ammapatti Karuppannasamy appears on the
standing stature with a large turban (Urumal) on his
head, ash and round vermillion on his forehead,
menacing eyes, twisted mustache and Long Sickle
(Veecharival) in one hand, a Katha (Maze) in the other
hand, and a girdle around his waist that reaches below
the knees. Ammapatti Karuppannasamy is the village
guardian deity. He is known as Karuppannasamy or
Karuppasamy or Karuppan. He is also called by many
names and usually appears as a guardian deity. A 1900
AD statue of Karuppannasamy is displayed in the
museum of Virudhunagar which was found at
Thiruchuzhi in Virudhunagar district. Karuppasamy
worship is widespread in the villages of Tamil Nadu.
Religious scholars refer to Karuppasamy worship as folk
deity worship. Ammapatti Karuppannasamy is the most
famous guardian deity who protects the water bodies
such as ponds, lakes, rivers, wells, etc. Ammapattiyan
guards the entire place around the temple sitting on the
banks of the Palar Dam Lake. There are two deities. One
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is Periya Karuppan and another is Chinna Karuppan.
There are also Saptakannimar statues on the side of the
Sanctum Sanatorium. This deity is seen altogether in the
lives of Tamil people to the extent that there are no
villages without Karuppasamy. Ammapatti
Karuppannasamy appears as a guardian deity not only
for the people of the village but also for the entire place.
The people of this region have a lot of fear and devotion
to Karuppannasamy as he does not leave those who
commit injustices unpunished.

Keywords: Ammapatti, Karuppannasamy Temple,
Periammapatti, Palani.
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